
Upcoming 
ANHIX Events 

The Summer 
Symposium/Golf 
Tournament will be held 
on Wednesday, 
September 12, 2018 
at the Ranch Golf and 
Country Club at 
Acheson. 

The ANHIX-Digital 
Health Canada 
Conference is in the 
early planning stages 
and is tentively 
scheduled for February 
2019 in Calgary. More 
information will be 
published as it becomes 
available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ANHIX Spring 
Symposium and AGM was 
held at the Holiday Inn 
Conference Centre South 
on June 6, 2018.  

First up was Larry 
Svenson, Provincial Health 
Analytics Officer at 
Alberta Health, describing 
Alberta’s data mobilization 
strategy. He described 
how analytics are often 
underutilized, how ‘big 
data’ is becoming ‘normal 
data’ and how more data 
is captured than can 
currently be effectively 
analyzed. He described 
how the data landscape in 
Alberta was changing for 
the good and how the 
mobilization strategy 
would enhance this 
change. He also described 
how the strategy aligned 
with other important data 
initiatives, driving out 
significant benefits and 
value to health system 
stakeholders and patients 
alike. He finished by 
citing examples of how 
analytics could support 
policy development. 

The next presenter was 
Penny Rae, Chief Information 

Officer, AHS who gave an 
update on Connect Care. She 
described it as the bridge 
between information, 
healthcare teams, patients – 
and the future. Through a 
common provincial clinical 
information system, Connect 
Care will enable consistent 
practices across Alberta and 
will improve the care we 
provide for patients and their 
families. 

Penny was followed by Ian 
Fish, Canadian Healthcare 
Services Leader, IBM 
Canada. Ian spoke to the 
impact of loneliness on an 
aging population. He 
described the risks and 
economic impacts it caused 
and the challenges it created. 

He addressed the need for 
breaking down traditional 
boundaries before describing a 
call to action to create a new 
kind of village, develop new 
insights for detection and 
intervention and rebuild social 
capital. 

After lunch, Michael Barnard, 
an IBM Services Executive 
Consultant gave a presentation 
on blockchain. In it he 
described what a blockchain is 
and how it works. He discussed 
a case study regarding the BC 
Corporate Registry and went 
through two potential future 
cases; cold chain break and 
national immunization registry. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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The Board 
comprises 
fifteen 
individuals, 
President, Past 
President, 
Vice-President 
and eleven 
directors, 
including the 
Secretary and 
Treasurer. 

The AGM was held as part 
of the Spring Symposium.  

Operational and financial 
reports were presented 
and a new Board for 
2018/19 was established. 

Sherry Nicholaichuk 
becomes President in 
place of Peter Smith who 
now becomes Past 
President. Current Board 
member, Greg Thorsley, 
was elected as Vice-
President.  

AGM 2018/19 
Don McIntosh, Bob 
Silversides and Malcolm 
Steele were elected to 
new two-year terms.  

Charles Aram, Heidi 
Bronson, Michael Craig, 
Kathy Ervin, Steve 
Martinello and Ross 
Sweetzir are currently in 
mid-term. 

Keanan Largo-Afonso was 
elected to the Board for the 
first time. More on Keanan 
can be seen in “Spotlight” 
below. 

 

Wendy Dupree decided to 
retire from the Board. 
Wendy has served since 
2016 and has been 
particularly helpful in leading 
planning efforts for several 
Symposia. The Board wishes 
to thank Wendy for her 
dedication and to wish her 
the best of luck in the future 

   

Keanan Largo-Afonso 

 After graduating with a 
degree in Biochemistry and 
Business, Keanan’s career in 
healthcare started during the 

Spotlight on the Board’s New Member 
boom of the pharmaceutical 
industry, working in medical 
education and oncology drug 
sales. Keanan then 
transitioned into an IT 
focused role at IBM, 
supporting healthcare 
organizations and research 
institutions with a portfolio 
of solutions that include 
cloud, security and 
augmented 
intelligence.  Keanan is 
excited to provide a fresh 
perspective on Alberta’s 

healthcare ecosystem and 
make connections with 
health-tech clusters in 
universities and start-up 
incubators across the 
province. With 6 years of 
experience in the industry, 
Keanan is enthusiastic to 
work with leaders in Alberta 
and be committed to an 
organization that is 
mandated to create a 
Smarter Healthcare 
environment.  
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Greg Thorsley was elected 
as the new Vice-President 
which is a three-year term 
that includes serving as 
President in 2019 and Past 
President in 2020.  

Congratulations Greg and 
good luck with your new 
position! 

Transition to a Society 
At the AGM, Peter Smith provided the background and status of ANHIX’s move to become a 
registered Society. He also provided details of various bylaw changes to assist with the 
transition. These bylaw changes were approved unanimously. 

Following the AGM, our application was submitted to Service Alberta. After review, they 
requested further changes to the bylaws to bring them into line with the requirements of 
the Societies Act.  

These changes have now been made and have been resubmitted to Service Alberta. We 
expect their approval shortly. Once confirmed, an email bulletin will be sent out.  



 

ANHIX Summer 
Symposium and Golf 
Tournament 2018 

The Summer Symposium 
and Golf tournament will 
take place on September 
12, 2018 at the Ranch 
Golf and Country Club at 
Acheson. 

The day will comprise a 
speaker program in the 
morning followed by 
lunch, a shot-gun Texas 
Scramble golf tournament 
in the afternoon and a 
BBQ supper and prize 
giving in the evening.  

The program will 
comprise three speakers: 

Michael McDermott 
(Alberta Health) providing 
an update on the Central 
Patient Attachment 
Registry; 

Dr. Lawrence Richer 
(Professor, Department of 
Pediatrics, University of 
Alberta) discussing how 
disruptive technologies 
are impacting the clinical 
trials space; and 

Deborah James, (Exec. 
Director of Innovation, 
Faculty of Medicine & 

 
In the News .... 

Dentistry, University of 
Alberta introducing the 
UAlberta Precision Health 
Initiative. 

Registration is now available 
at  Summer Symposium 
Registration. The Early-bird 
cost for members for the full 
day is $90 with a limited 
number of "morning only" 
(speakers and lunch) 
registrations available for 
$50. Prices after the Early-
bird deadline of August 
24 will be $110 and $60 
respectively. The price for 
non-members is $160. 

It’s always a great day so 
put it in your calendar 
now!  

Patron Sponsor Update 

Spring is the time of the 
year when ANHIX looks to 
its patron sponsors to 
renew their commitment. 
ANHIX is only able to 
provide the quality events 
it does because of the 
generous support of its 
patron sponsors, and we 
are pleased to announce 
that they have come up 
trumps again. 

Cisco, CGI, Deloitte, IBM, 
Meditech, Orion Health, 
The SAS Institute and 
Strata Health have all 
stepped forward once 
again to renew as Patron 
Sponsors. In addition, we 
welcome new sponsors, 
Gevity, HIMSS and Ricoh. 

E&Y, PwC, Oracle and 
Online Business Systems 
are unable to renew their 
support this year but 
ANHIX thanks them for 
their past support and 
hopes they may resume 
their support again in the 
future. 

ANHIX Spring Symposium 
and AGM (Continued) 

The final speaker was Rob 
Roach, Director of Insight, 
ATB. His presentation was 
based on his and Todd 
Hirsch’s book “Spiders in 
Space”. The book starts with 
a basic premise: from small 
disappointments to 
heartbreaking tragedies, 
unwanted change blindsides 
us and leaves us wondering 
what to do next. Whatever 
form it takes, unwanted 
change requires us to adapt 
to a harsher environment. 
Like the spiders sent into 
space by NASA that found 
ways to spin their webs 
without the aid of gravity, we 
must find ways to overcome 
the pitfalls that life places in 
our path. 

Drawing on inspiring stories 
of individuals, organizations 
and businesses, Rob Roach 
presented a selection of 
adaptive traits that can help 
us not only survive, but 
thrive, when unwanted 
change comes our way. 

The full presentations are 
available to members at 
Spring Symposium. 

ANHIX Patron 
Sponsors 
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CONTACT US! 

Street Address 

Box #402 

10301 104 Street 

Edmonton, AB  

T5J 1B9 

Fax: 

(780) 425-4148 

(Inc. Box #402 on 
fax cover sheet) 

E-Mail: 

info@anhix.com 

Website 

www.anhix.com 

 

ANHIX is always looking 
to hear what its members 
think.  

Whether its feedback on 
previous events, 
suggestions for new 
events, presentation 
topics or speakers, ideas 
for newsletter articles, 
thoughts you may have 

We want to hear from you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

We can be reached by 
email, through the 
website, by fax or by 
mail. Contact details are 
shown in the left column 
of this page.  

Get communicating! 

for ways we can provide 
greater value to our 
members or any other 
general comments, we 
want to hear from you.  

Please let us know what 
works and what can be 
improved. 
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